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By Sue Gwise, Extension Horticulture Educator 

 

A common late season pest of hardwood trees is the Fall 

Webworm (Hyphantria cunea). It will feed on over 400 

species of woody plants including apple, ash, cherry, elm, 

hickory, maple, walnut, and willow. Many herbaceous 

plants are attacked also. But since infestations occur so 

late in the season, it does not harm the health of the host 

trees. 

 

Signs of the fall webworm 

begin to appear in August and 

September. Silken webs, or 

nests, show up at the terminal 

ends of tree branches. Many 

times these webs are mistaken 

for those of the tent 

caterpillar, but tent caterpillar 

nests are always in branch 

crotches and occur in the 

spring. The fall webworm 

larvae feed within these silken 

nests, shredding the leaves. 

The webworm caterpillars go through up to 11 stages in 

development ending with a mature size of 3 cm. Larval 

color varies from white to pale yellow to charcoal.  

Distinct black dots are always present along with long 

hairs. In New York there is 

only one generation per year.   

 

The larvae also exhibit a 

bizarre behavior. When 

disturbed they make jerky 

movements  in  unison , 

probably as a defense 

mechanism. After feeding, the 

fall webworm overwinters in a 

pupal stage and emerges as a 

white moth in the spring. 

 

Native to North America, the 

fall webworm is usually kept under control by Mother 

Nature. It is host to over 50 species of egg and larval 

parasites which keep infestations in check. No control is 

usually necessary, but if the nests are visually disturbing 

they can be cut out and destroyed. 

 

LATE SEASON PEST 

SPEAKING OF PESTS… EMERALD ASH BORER UPDATE 

 

 

The Emerald Ash Borer continues to move into the Northeast. Here is a current map of the quarantined and infested 

counties in New York State. Please keep watch for signs of infestation in local ash trees. 

http://www.animalpicturesarchive.com/Arch03/1132717967-m.jpg
http://bugguide.net/images/raw/7L1ZGL2ZKLEZKL4ZQLBH8H2ZLLOHXH6ZLLPZIHJH8LRR5LAZGL2Z0LOH4HRR2HAZUHVZWHBZ4LVZ7L.jpg
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By Sue Gwise, Extension Horticulture Educator 

 

Although most people are not fond of bats, they are  

beneficial mammals and indicators of ecosystem health.  

During the summer months they consume mosquitoes, 

crop pests - even tent caterpillars! Wild bat populations 

play an important role in keeping ecosystems in balance. 

 

This year we have been 

getting quite a few calls 

from homeowners who 

have discovered a bat in 

their residence.  This 

commonly occurs in older 

homes where attic areas 

are home to bat colonies. 

Sometimes a bat may get 

―lost‖ and find its way 

into the living quarters of 

the home. This usually 

happens in July and 

August when young bats 

from the colony are just learning to fly. If you find a bat 

in your home, certain precautions need to be taken due to 

rabies concerns. 

 

If a person or pet comes in contact with the bat, 

or if the bat was found in a room with a sleeping 

person, an unattended child or disabled person, 

the bat should be captured. 

 

◦ Allow the bat to land and use leather gloves 

to scoop the bat into a container like a coffee 

can. 

 

◦ Contact Jefferson County Public Health at 

786-3720 for further instructions. They may 

have you bring in the bat for testing. 

 

 

 

 

If no contact or potential contact has occurred, 

release the bat by closing all the doors to the 

room. Open all windows that lead outside.  Leave 

the lights on and watch quietly against a wall 

until the bat flies out. Do not swat at, or try to 

herd the bat towards a window. Once the bat 

settles down it will fly out within 10 to 15 

minutes. 

 

If there is any question about contact with the 

bat, do not release it! Capture it as above. 

 

If a bat has been found, you need to determine where bats 

are getting into your house. Stage a ―bat watch‖ at dusk to 

indentify entrances. 

These entrances 

then need to be 

sealed or repaired. 

Bat proofing must 

be done in the 

spring, before the 

bats begin to roost, 

or in the fall after 

they have left the 

roost.  

 

One-way valves can also be installed that allow the bats 

to leave, but prevent their re-entry. Never install a one-

way valve, or seal openings between May and mid-August

- young bats will be trapped inside and this will lead to 

odor issues when they die! 

 

For a management fact sheet on bats with further 

information on bat proofing, health concerns, and 

maternity colonies, contact Cornell Cooperative 

Extension of Jefferson County at 788-8450. 

BATS — BENEFITS AND CONCERNS 

 

Ground ivy in lawns is annoying and is 

very difficult to control. If you decide to 

use an herbicide for control, wait until after 

the first frost in the fall to make an 

application.  You will get much better 

control although results may not become 

apparent until next spring. Once the ground 

ivy is under control, immediately over seed 

the area - a dense turf will discourage the 

re-growth of this universally reviled weed! 

GROUND IVY 
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By Rosey Taylor, Master Gardener Volunteer 

 

Too much garlic is like too much money in your pocket.  

There is nothing better than homegrown garlic for 

canning pickles, making pasta sauce, vegetable broth, 

garlic bread, croutons, soups, and roasted 

vegetables…..are you hungry yet?   

 

Fall is the best time to start garlic in the North Country. It 

is easy! If you grow onions in your garden, you can easily 

grow garlic. Garlic requires a minimum of six to eight 

hours of direct sun every day. If you plant it in loose, 

deep, fertile soil with good drainage and a pH of 6.5 to 7, 

your garlic will flourish. Test your soil to see what 

amendments are needed before you plant. (Ask your 

Extension office or a Master Gardener Volunteer for help 

in testing your soil.)  Apply plenty of organic matter and a 

balanced fertilizer like 10-10-10 at a rate of three pounds 

per 100 square feet or according to soil test guidelines.  

 

When choosing what type of garlic to plant, keep in mind 

your personal tastes – do you like hot and spicy or mild 

garlic? How fast do you use it up? There are two types of 

garlic (softneck and hardneck). Softneck types will last 

longer in storage. Ask other gardeners in your area what 

types worked best for them. You can order from seed 

catalogs, buy from farm supply stores, or simply buy 

garlic at the grocery store and plant it.   

 

I have read that it is possible to get a decent garlic crop by 

planting in early spring, but I have only planted in the fall 

after a hard frost. I have been told that fall planting gives 

the garlic plants a head start on spring growth. The large 

bulbs of garlic you harvest in August are a result of 

vigorous leaf growth during short, cool spring days. 

Select only the larger, outer cloves to plant. Be sure they 

are smooth, fresh, and free of disease. Keep bulbs whole 

until planting time; separating cloves too far in advance of 

planting decreases yields.  

 

Plant individual cloves one inch below the soil surface 

with pointed side up, three to five inches apart within a 

row. Planting garlic in double rows saves space, leaving 

six to eight inches between rows. Allow 18 to 30 inches 

between each bed of double rows. After the ground 

freezes, cover the beds with three to four inches of straw 

mulch to reduce temperature fluctuations and prevent 

frost heaving of cloves.  

 

During the growing season, keep the soil evenly moist, as 

dry soil will cause irregular-shaped bulbs. Garlic doesn‘t 

have a very extensive root system, so summer watering is 

essential. Mulch garlic to preserve soil moisture.  

Harvest when one 

third of the leaves 

are yellowing or 

brown. Dig the 

bulbs up, rather 

than  pul l ing 

them. Clean the 

bulbs and let 

them dry in a 

warm airy place 

for a couple weeks. After drying, tops and roots can be 

removed with shears to within an inch of the bulbs, or the 

tops can be braided together after bulbs are completely 

dried. Garlic braids make great gifts!   

 

Store mature bulbs at temperatures between 40-50F.  If 

they get too cool, they will sprout and, if too moist, they 

will grow roots.   

 

Now, ENJOY YOUR HARVEST! 

 

Garlic Roasted Potatoes: 

 

4 medium roasting potatoes 

4 x cloves garlic 

2 tablespoons of olive oil 

Salt to taste 

 

Preheat the oven to 425F. Wash the potatoes and cut them 

in half lengthwise. Cut each half into 3 slices. Peel the 

garlic cloves. Mix the oil, potato slices, garlic cloves, and 

salt in a bowl until evenly coated. Place all in a baking 

pan and bake for 30-40 minutes. 

 

 

Roasted Garlic: 

 

4 cloves of garlic 

½ cup of chicken broth 

2 tablespoons of butter 

½ teaspoon of dried leaf thyme 

¼ teaspoon of ground black pepper 

¼ teaspoon of salt 

 

Remove the outer peel from the garlic. Place in a baking 

dish. Dab each clove with butter. Sprinkle with thyme, 

pepper and salt. Pour the chicken broth into the dish. 

Cover the dish with foil and bake at 350°F (175°C) for 

one hour, basting frequently. Uncover the dish and bake 

at the same temperature for another 15 minutes. Serve as 

you wish. 

 

(from http://www.garlicrecipes.org) 

NEVER ENOUGH GARLIC! 
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Hardneck vs. Softneck? 
 

These two types of garlic have different characteristics. The hardneck varieties are better suited for our area since they 

much hardier. They have a milder flavor, but do not store well for long periods. Softneck varieties are less hardy, have a 

strong flavor, and store much better. 

GARLIC VARIETIES 

Hardneck Softneck 

Bogatyr 

Georgia Fire 

Music 

German Extra Hardy 

Italian Purple 

Transylvania 

Shantung Purple 

Lorz Italian 

New York White (AKA Polish White) 

By Sue Gwise, Extension Horticulture Educator 

 

At the end of every growing season, there is always much 

discussion about the quality of the tomato crop. This year 

is no different and Master Gardeners are evenly split on 

the success of their staple crop. 

 

Early blight showed up 

as usual this season as 

a result of periods of 

wet  and humid 

weather. Fortunately 

the spread was slowed 

by intervening periods 

of dry weather, and on 

sites where early blight 

is a yearly problem, 

growers were able to 

harvest a decent 

amount of tomatoes. 

B u t  b y  e a r l y 

September ,  ear ly 

blight had pretty much 

wiped out most tomato 

plants. Half of the Master Gardeners used terms like 

―very disappointing,‖ ―not great,‖ and ―the worst ever‖ to 

describe their tomatoes. On sites where early blight is not 

a problem, growers harvested huge amounts of tomatoes. 

These Master Gardeners described their crops as 

―prolific,‖ ―the best year yet,‖ and ―bushels.‖ 

 

As of early September late blight had not reared its ugly 

head in Jefferson County, although it was ramping up in 

other areas of the state. Late blight does not over winter in 

our area and is usually brought up from the south on 

TOMATO TALK 

storm fronts. There is 

no doubt that hurricane 

Irene introduced more 

late blight spores into 

northern areas, so most 

tomatoes will probably 

succumb in September 

which is right in line 

with what happens in an 

average season. 

 

Blossom end rot was 

quite common this year.  

Master Gardeners, 

home gardeners, and 

commercial growers 

were all affected. Black 

lesions develop on the blossom end of the tomato fruit, 

rendering them unusable. The root cause of this problem 

is a calcium deficiency caused by inconsistent moisture. 

More than likely, this season‘s alternating periods of wet 

and then dry weather contributed to the profusion of this 

disorder. 

 

Growers are also noting that just about all vegetables 

were early this year. Several commercial growers had ripe 

pumpkins in mid-August! According to Master Gardener 

Rosey Taylor, ―I have never canned tomatoes in August!  

Would prefer not to can when it is 90 degrees.‖ 

 

For a growing season that was two to three weeks behind 

at the start, the vegetables put out prolific growth and we 

ended up with an early harvest! 

 

 

Early Blight on Tomato Leaf 

Tomato Leaf showing Late Blight 
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By Sue Gwise, Extension Horticulture Educator 

 

This summer symptoms of a very common maple disease 

began showing up in late July. The foliar disease, called 

‗tar spot,‘ occurs mainly on Norway (including ‗Crimson 

King‘ varieties), red, and silver maples. The leaves look 

like they have been spattered with round drops of tar.  

The good news is that this disease does not harm the trees

- it looks nastier than it is! 

 

Tar spot is very common when we have had a wet, cool 

spring, and that certainly was the case this year! In years 

when we have a dry, or normal spring, tar spot is pretty 

much non-existent. Since tar spot is a fungus, it is spread 

by spores that are carried by wind and rain. 

The spores land on newly unfolding maple 

leaves in the spring. If the weather 

conditions are optimal (i.e. cool and 

damp), the spores are able to infect the 

leaves and the disease cycle begins. 

 

Even though infection takes place in the 

early spring, the symptoms do not become 

obvious until late July or August. 

Homeowners become concerned because 

they feel their trees may be dying. Again, this is not the 

case! Research has shown that tar spot does not cause any 

long-term damage to trees; it is just an aesthetic issue. 

 

The most effective way to manage tar spot is to rake up 

and destroy the leaves in the fall. Spots on the fallen 

leaves will produce spores that can re-infect the tree the 

following spring. The leaves can also be composted as 

long as temperatures get high enough to kill the spores 

(90 to 140 degrees F). 

 

Fungicides are available that give marginal control of tar 

spot, but applications must be made just as the leaves are 

unfolding. It is difficult to get complete coverage of the 

leaves and, on mature 

maples, any spray 

regimen would be very 

expensive. If pesticide 

applications are desired, 

you should contact an 

arborist or a certified pest 

control applicator. 

COMMON MAPLE PROBLEM — TAR SPOT 

CANNING CLASSES 

 

Learn how to can your own food to enjoy all year long! 
 

Canning Classes are being offered at  
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County on: 

 
Thursday, September 22:  6:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

 
Friday, September 30: 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

 
Sign up today by calling 788-8450.  

Class size is limited to 8 participants. 
 

Small fee may apply. 
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By Sue Gwise, Extension Horticulture Educator 

 

The river birch (AKA red birch) is a graceful, riparian 

tree that is native to northern New York. It is found in 

limited areas along stream banks and in moist areas with 

fertile, acidic soil. It makes a great landscape specimen 

due to its short trunk that divides into several large limbs 

creating an open crown (see photos on front cover). 

 

The bark of the river birch is quite distinctive and 

attractive. The young wood and branches tend to peel and 

are a shiny reddish-brown color. The trunks of old trees 

are cinnamon in color and deeply furrowed into shaggy 

scales. On mature trees the bark can be over one inch in 

thickness. 

 

A medium to fast grower, the river birch averages about 

50 feet tall in landscape settings; in natural settings it can 

reach up to 100 feet. The leaves are alternate in 

arrangement, shiny dark green above, and whitish and 

hairy beneath. In autumn the leaves turn a pale yellow and 

drop quickly, usually late in the season. 

 

The river birch is the southernmost New World birch and 

will tolerate Zone 8 temperatures. Most birch prefer cool, 

temperate regions and will not grow in warm areas. Since 

it prefers moist sites, it is a good choice for erosion 

control near water; just keep in mind that it does better at 

pH levels that are below 

7. At higher pH levels the 

leaves tend to become 

chlorotic (yellow with 

green veins). The river 

birch will also tolerate 

partial shade and is 

relatively disease and 

insect free. 

 

The wood of the river 

b i r c h  h a s  l i t t l e 

commercial value since 

populations of the tree are 

small and scattered. But 

the wood is strong, hard, 

and close grained. It is 

also more rot resistant than other birches. In the past the 

wood was used for oxen yokes and wooden shoes. 

 

River birch can be found in most nurseries and is 

available in single or multi-stem forms. The most popular 

cultivar is ‗Heritage‘ which exfoliates to pink and orange 

colors. 

TREE OF THE MONTH — RIVER BIRCH  (BETULA NIGRA) 

 

 

HORTICULTURE CALENDAR 

September 23: First Day of Autumn 

 

 

September 26: Vegetable Growers Discussion Group: 6:30 to 8:30 

p.m., Extension office.  For commercial growers. The 

agenda includes a presentation on the leek moth and 

the brown marmorated stink bug. 

 

 

September 27: Master Gardener meeting: 6:30 p.m. 

 

 

October 8:   Autumn Fest at the Nature Center on Wellesley Island: 

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Family activities. Look for the Master 

Gardener booth with free activities for the kids! 

 

 

October 25:  Master Gardener meeting: 6:30 p.m. 
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This publication may contain pesticide recommendations. Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly and human errors are still possible. Some materials 
mentioned may no longer be available and some uses may no longer be legal. All pesticides distributed, sold, or applied in New York State must be registered with 

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC). Questions concerning the legality and/or registration status for pesticide use in New York State 

should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Extension Specialist or your regional DEC office. Read the label before applying any pesticide. Cornell 
Cooperative Extension and its employees assume no liability for the effectiveness or results of any chemicals for pesticide usage. No endorsement of products is 

made or implied.   

Building Strong and Vibrant New York Communities 

Cornell Cooperative Extension provides equal program and employment opportunities.  NYS College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, NYS 

College of Human Ecology, and NYS College of Veterinary Medicine at Cornell University, Cooperative Extension Associations, county 

governing bodies, and U.S. Department of Agriculture, cooperating. 

 

Please contact the Cornell Cooperative Extension Association of Jefferson County office if you have special needs or are unable to pay.   
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