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Annual Support Campaign  
 

Please consider supporting our educational programs throughout the community. Simply complete 
this form and return it to 203 North Hamilton Street, Watertown, NY 13601, along with your remittance  

made payable to CCE of Jefferson County. Thank you!  

_____$15        _____$25        _____$50        _____$100       _____$250        Other $_________________ 
 
 

 

Name:  ________________________     Phone: _________________     
 
Mailing Address: _______________________________________________    Town: _________________ 
 
City:   _______________ 
 
  State: ___  Zip: __ __ Email: __________________________________________ 

 
Please make my gift In Honor Of or In Memory Of (circle one): ______________________________________ 

Would you like to receive our publications? If so, please check your areas of interest. 
 

 

*  Agriculture & Natural Resources/Ag Classifieds                              *  Horticulture      * 4-H Youth Development       

                                     Can We Better Serve You? 
 

In order to better serve the agricultural community in Jefferson County, we 

would like your input regarding distribution of our Ag News & Classifieds. 

The agricultural community has identified various ways to receive this 

newsletter, including email or information posted on a Facebook page. 

 

Please contact Lori Robinson at 788-8450 or at lmr92@cornell.edu if you wish 

to receive the Ag News & Classifieds by email. Otherwise, you will continue 

to receive it through the US mail. 

 

We are also researching the possibility of creating a Facebook page for 

distribution of information. Would you be interested in receiving news via this venue? 

 

Thank you for your time. 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County is now in its 100th year of serving the 

farmers in our community.  Through the years, some farming practices have stayed the same, 

but research through Cornell University, and your farms, has enables us to improve many 

farming methods saving both time and expense. 

 

While we do receive public funding to help with the costs of our programs, your financial 

support has always been valued and very much appreciated.  Please consider supporting our 

educational programs for the next year by making a contribution to Cornell Cooperative 

Extension of Jefferson County using the form below.  Thank you for your support. 

mailto:lmr92@cornell.edu
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Overhead Door Company of Watertown, NY 
Serving farmers for over 60 years 

 
 

Contact:  Niles Turner, ñOur Farm Specialistò 

Office:  (315) 788-4390 

Cell:  (315) 778-8430 

Website:  www.ohdwatertown.com 

 

Farmers in Northern New York grow crops to feed dairy herds 

and other livestock and to sell as a cash crop. A new NNY 

Crops Management School will provide farm owners and 

employees with critical information on the production of corn, 

soybeans, and forage crops.  
 

January 20, 2012 is the deadline for farmers to register with 

their local Cornell Cooperative Extension (CCE) office for the 

six-session course to be held from 12pm to 3pm as follows:  

Tuesdays, January 31ïMarch 6 at Miner Institute, Chazy, 

CCE: 518-962-4810 x409 

Wednesdays, February 1-March 7 in Malone, CCE: 518-

483-7403 

Thursdays, February 2-March 8 at CCE Learning Farm, 

Canton; 315-379-9192 

Fridays, February 3-March 9 at Farm Credit East, 

Burrville, CCE: 315-788-8450, 315-376-5270. 
 

Registration options include all six weeks for $100 or $30 per 

week for the two weeks of pest management training (Weeks 5 

and 6) that count toward the New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation Pesticide Credits and Certified 

Crop Advisor credits (3 credits per week).  

 

Sessions will focus on soils and nutrient management, and how 

to cope with weeds, insects, and crop diseases. Participants will 

learn such skills as how to interpret soil samples, best practices 

for establishing forage stands, row crop harvest management, 

tips for scouting crop pests, identifying weeds, and proper 

equipment calibration. 
 

ñAs the demands on our land continue to increase with 

escalating grain and feed prices, large and small farm operators 

are seeing a need to keep themselves and key farm employees 

up-to-date on basic agronomy information and the most-recent 

best practices for crop management,ò says Cornell Cooperative 

Extension Field Crops Educator Joe Lawrence. ñOur presenters 

will address everything from soil compaction to sprayer 

operation, IPM, and manure management ï all with the goal of 

helping participants improve their cropping operations and their 

personal crop management skills.ò 

 

Each participant who completes the course will receive a 2012 

Cornell Guide for Integrated Crops Management. 
 

Students and those interested in agricultural employment are 

welcome to register for the course.  
 

This training is offered by the Northern NY Dairy Institute and 

is made possible with funding from the NY Center for Dairy 

Excellence and Cornell PRO-DAIRY program.  

 

The Northern NY Dairy Institute is also offering a Transition 

Cow Management training starting in mid-January. Contact 

your local Extension office for more details.  

Register by Jan. 20 for NNY Crops 
Management School in Four Counties 
Source: Press Release 
Contact: Joe Lawrence, Agronomy Educator (Lewis County) 

 New York Farm Show:  

February 23- 25, 2012   
http://farmprogress.com/new-york-

farm-show/main.aspx  

Annieôs Project 

Empowering Women in Agriculture 
2012 Schedule  

Farmwomen will meet for six consecutive Thursdays; Jan. 12 ï 

Feb. 16, 2012, from 10:00 am ï 2:00 pm., including a one-hour 

lunch period to network with colleagues. 

 

Pre-paid registration of  $50.00 is required. Fee includes all 

course materials and lunch. Registration is required and the 

deadline is   Monday, December 12, 2011. 

 

To register or for more information, call one of the  following 

Cornell Cooperative Extension associations closest to you: 

 

Lewis County         315-376-5270 

Oneida County       315-736-3394 (x104) 

Otsego County       607-547-2536 

Schoharie County   518-234-4303 

http://farmprogress.com/new-york-farm-show/main.aspx
http://farmprogress.com/new-york-farm-show/main.aspx
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(concluded on pg. 24) 

Recordkeeping Made Easy 
January 24, 2012 
Join us January 24th at Farm Credit East in Burrville, NY for a 

Farm Business Recordkeeping Workshop. Peggy Murray 

(Lewis County Farm Business Educator) and Corey Hayes 

(Jefferson County Farm Business Educator) will provide 

Recording Keeping Tools for Farm Business to improve overall 

financial awareness of your operation.  

 

The Program will be from 12:30-3pm in the downstairs 

conference room of Farm Credit East. 

 

Cost of the program: $10.00 to cover the cost of materials. 

Please call Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson or Lewis 

County to sign-up for the program. 

 

Fundamental Farm Finances 
Taking control of your business one step at a time 

February 8, 2012 

Join us on February 8, 2012 at Farm Credit East in Burrville, 

NY for a Farm Business, Fundamental Farm Finance 

Workshop. Peggy Murray (Lewis County Farm Business 

Educator) and Corey Hayes (Jefferson County Farm Business 

Educator) will cover the fundamentals of farm finances. 

Participants will gain knowledge of all financial documents that 

are required to run a successful business. CCE Educators will 

provide a case study of a farm, having participants work 

through financial documents.  

 

The program will be from 12:30-3pm in the downstairs 

conference room of Farm Credit East. 

 

Cost of the Program: $10.00 to cover the cost of materials  

Please call Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson or Lewis 

County to sign-up for the program. 

2012 Farmers Tax Calendar 
Source:  IRS 

January 2012 

Give employees their copy of 

Form W-2 by Jan. 31, 2012. 

Give qualified vendors Form 

1099 by Jan. 31, 2012 

January 15-Social Security, 

Medicare, and withheld income 

tax.  If the monthly deposit rule 

applies, deposit the tax for 

payments in December 2011. 

January 31-File Form 943 to report Social Security, 

Medicare taxes and withheld income tax for 2011.  Deposit 

any undeposited tax.  (If your tax liability is less than 

$2,500, then you can pay it in full with a timely filed 

return.)  If you deposited the tax for the quarter in full and 

on time, then you have until February 10 to file the return. 

File NYS Form-45 for the last quarter of 2011. 

Federal Unemployment Tax ï File Form 940 (or 940-EZ) 

for 2011.  If your deposited tax is $100 or less, you can 

either pay it with your return or deposit it.  If it is more than 

$100, you must deposit it.  However if you deposited all of 

the FUTA tax when due, you have 10 additional days to 

file. 

 

February 

February 15-Social Security, Medicare, and withheld 

income tax.  If the monthly deposit rule applies, deposit the 

tax for payments in January. 

Have employees fill out new W-4. 

February 28-File Form W-3 (Transmittal of Wage and Tax 

Statements) along with Copy A of all the W-2 forms you 

issued for 2011. 

File Copy A of all forms 1099 with form 1096.  Annual 

Summary and Transmittal of U.S. Information Returns, 

with the IRS. 

 

March 

March 1-Farmers ï file your 2011 income tax return (Form 

1040) and pay any tax due.  However, you have until April 

15th to file if you paid your 2011 estimated tax by January 

15, 2012. 

March 15-Social Security, Medicare, and withheld income 

tax.  If the deposit rule applies, deposit the tax for payments 

in February. 

 

April  

April 15-Farmers ï File an income tax return (Form 1040) 

for 2011 and pay any tax due if you did not file by March 1.   

Partnerships ï File a 2011 calendar year return. 

Social Security, Medicare, and withheld income tax.  If the 

monthly deposits rule applies, deposit the tax for payments 

in March. 

April 30-Federal Unemployment Tax ï Deposit the tax 

owed through March, if more than $100. 

File NYS Form-45 for the first quarter of 2012. 

 

May 

May 15-Social Security, Medicare and withheld income tax.  

If the monthly deposit rule applies, deposit the tax for 

payments in April. 

 

June 

June 15-Social Security, Medicare, and withheld income 

tax.  If the monthly deposit rule applies, deposit the tax for 

payments in May. 
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New Online Grass Management Manual Available 
References:  Grass Management for Dairy Cows, Dr. Jerry Cherney, Cornell           
                 University, 2011 Cornell Field Crop Dealer Meeting Proceedings 

The Northeast USA has near ideal growing conditions for cool 

season grasses, and most of the alfalfa grown in New York 

State is seeded with a perennial grass.  Most of the perennial 

grasses used are not native to North America, but were 

introduced from Eurasia or North Africa several centuries ago.  

Grasses have advantages when it comes to nutrient 

management.  Compared to alfalfa, grasses have a greater 

response to manure, which can be applied multiple times 

during the season.  Grasses use large quantities of nutrients, 

minimizing the risk of nutrient leaching or runoff.  Cool season 

perennial grasses provide a significant portion of the forage for 

dairy cows in New York State. 

 

Over the past 20 years Jerry 

Cherney, Department of Crop and 

Soil Sciences at Cornell University, 

and his team of researchers have 

conducted a range of applied 

experiments, including dairy 

feeding trials, to evaluate the use of 

perennial grass as lactating dairy 

cow forage.  This information has 

been summarized in a grass 

management for dairy cattle 

manual, which is available online.  

Topics include species selection, 

cultivar selection, establishment, 

fertilization, and management 

information.  Forage quality and 

anti-quality components of forages 

are discussed.  Several chapters on 

feeding grass to lactating and dry 

cows are included.  Alfalfa grass 

mixtures are discussed, as well as 

annual grasses for emergency or 

supplemental uses.   

 

In addition to sixteen chapters in the 

online grass management manual, 

the site includes 36 new grass 

information factsheets, and several 

grass management tools with topics 

from NDF estimation to economic 

assessments of alfalfa grass diets for 

cattle.  The new online manual is 

located at www.forages.org.  The 

grass management manual is found 

under resources listed on the 

website.  This is a great source of 

information for anyone that is 

interested in learning more about 

perennial cool season grasses. 

 

 

 
 

Come and Visit Your Exclusive Dealer of: 
Case-IH                 Gehl             Kubota           Houle 

New Holland         Knight          Ferris             Cub Cadet 

Sunflower              Kuhn            Stihl               Bush Hog 

Silo-Matic             Brillion         Same              Kverneland 

See Us For All Your Service, Parts, and Sales!!  

Visit us at our website: whitesfarmsupply.com. 

Rt. 31  Canastota   

(315) 697-2214                                        
Rt. 26  Lowville     

(315) 376-0300                        

Rt. 12  Waterville  

(315) 841-4181 
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  Transition Cow Management  
NORTHERN NY DAIRY INSTITUTE  

Winter 2012 Workshop Series Especially Designed for: 
Farm personnel with responsibility for transition cow management and  

Dairy Industry consultants and advisors 

 

Course description:  The transition periodðthe critical three-weeks before and 

after calving that a dairy cowôs lactation potential hinges onðwill be the focus of 

this series of four workshops. 

Successfully manage cows through this period.  

The best and most up-to-date information and recommendations.  

Cutting edge research and management.  

First class speakers from universities and industry. 

Sessions will include on-farm, hands-on activities in addition to interactive classroom time.   

 

Location: Jefferson & Lewis County 
 

Dates: Tuesdays, January 17ðFebruary 7   
 

Four weekly sessions, 10:30 am -3:00 pm; Lunch will be provided. 

Register for one or for all. Each session stands alone; $35 per session;  

$100 for all four sessions (FSA Borrower Credits available) 

Earn certificate of completion by attending all four. 
  
Session A: January 17 @ Farm Credit East, Burrville 

What Transition Cows Need.  Farms that stick to key principles can have really successful transition cow programs. 

 

Speakers: Tom Overton, PhD, Cornell University  

           Paula Ospina, DVM, PhD candidate, Cornell University 

 

Key elements of nutritional and non-nutritional management of the transition cow. 

There are many things that relate to rations fed to transition cows or to other management and facility factors that can have huge 

impacts on not only cow health, but also milk yield and reproduction.  [Dr. Overton] 

 

Understanding the relationship between negative energy balance in the transition period and its association with negative 

downstream outcomes. 
 

New research on diagnosis and treatment of common transition cow disorders. 

Researching the risk factors that predispose transition cows to negative outcomes at the time of calving. Energy metabolites such 

as non-esterified fatty acid (NEFA) and ketones may be markers for negative energy balance. My work is measuring their 

association with disease and with decreased milk and reproductive activity.  [Dr. Ospina]  

 

Session B: January 24  @ Classroom: Episcopal Church, Copenhagen;  

Farm visit: Wyndamar (McIntyre), Copenhagen 

Cow-Side Care and Decision-Making Observation, evaluation, and treatment of conditions that commonly affect transition 

cows in the critical weeks before and after calving. 

 

Speakers: Mark Thomas, DVM, Countryside Veterinary Clinic 

 

Calving-Normal and Abnormal (Dystocia)-In Classroom 

Vaccination Theory & Protocols-In Classroom 

Physical Exam, Treatment SOPôs-At Farm 
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Session C: January 31 Classroom @ Farm Credit East, Burrville; Farm Visit @ Milk Street Dairy, Tylerville  

Pen Moves and Herd Dynamics: Take Advantage of Natural Cow Behavior  
Speakers: Rick Grant , PhD, W.H. Miner Institute and Heather Dann, PhD, W.H. Miner Institute  

How and how often a farmer introduces and moves transition cows into and out of pen groups impacts the cowsô adjustment period 

and milk production during that time. Farmers need to manage cow movement in a way that encourages a dairy cowôs natural 

behavior, which supports her well-being, optimal productivity, fertility and health, and the farmôs economics.  [Dr. Grant]  

**Data loggers will be placed on cows at Milk Street Dairy for class to assess resting time and behavior. 

 

Session D: Feb. 7 @ Classroom: Episcopal Church, Copenhagen; Farm visit: Moserdale Farm, Copenhagen 

Controlling Feeding Variability ï TMR Audits and Opportunities with Dietary Additives   
Speakers: Bill Stone, DVM, PhD - Diamond V & Ken Sanderson, DVM ï Balchem 

 

Three years ago Diamond V began offering TMR audits to help producers reduce the 

variability in their rations. Feeding a consistent TMR supports the goal of successfully 

transitioning cows into the milking herd with the best opportunity for maximum milk and premium components production.  [Dr. 

Bill Stone]  

 

Support her Normal Biology for Optimal Transition.  The biology matters and how we can work her biology to enhance her 

performance with our nutrition programs.  Focus on some additives (note: not all additives) that are often considered in rations in the 

NE and how they may or may not fit with the biology. [Dr. Ken Sanderson]  

 

The Northern NY Dairy Institute is funded by the NY Center for Dairy Excellence and Cornell Pro-Dairy.  Other partners include 

Cornell Cooperative Extension and W.H. Miner Institute. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information, contact: 

In Jefferson County: Ron Kuck (315-788-8450) rak76@cornell.edu          

In Lewis County: Frans Vokey (315-376-5270) fjv2@cornell.edu 

Northern NY Dairy Institute Dairy Skills Training Registration Form  
Winter 2012 Transition Cow Management 

 

Check option you prefer: $100_____ all four Sessions 

                                         $ 35 Each: Session A__ Session B__ Session C__ Session D__ 

     

Name _______________________________________________ Telephone __________________________ 

 

Address _______________________________________________ Email_____________________________  

 

Town _______________________________ State _______ Zip Code ________________________________ 

Registration with payment is due 1 week before modules begin.  

Make Checks Payable to : ñCornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson Countyò 

Mail to: Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County,  

              Attn: Ron Kuck, 203 N. Hamilton Street, Watertown, NY 13601 
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Donõt Forget! 

2012 Beginner Maple School 
Friday, January 20-6:30pm-8:30pm 

At Cornell Cooperative Extension of Lewis Coounty 

No Cost 

 

2012 Maple School 
Saturday, January 21-Registration at 9am 

Prepay through January 17 for $15 or pay at the door for $20. 

Cost includes lunch and materials. 

At the Lowville Central School 

 

For more information contact Michele Ledoux  

or Joe Alm at 376-5270. 

Social Media for your Business 
 

January 26 from 5pm-9pm 

at Cornell Cooperative Extension of 

Jefferson County 

 

No Registration Fee 

Participants are asked to  

ñBring a Dish to Passò  

for Potluck dinner 

 

For more information, contact  

Corey Hayes 788-8450  

or cmh298@cornel.edu 

 

 

 

Annual Meeting 
Open to Members and Non-Members 

January 11, 2012  

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson Co. 

                                Local Chapter Meeting 6-7pm 

                        Bring a ñDish to Passò  

Annual Meeting at 7pm via Polycom 
 

The goal of Adirondack Harvest is to: 

increase opportunities for profitable, sustainable production and sale of high 

quality food and agricultural products, and 

expand consumer choices for locally produced healthy food. 

www.adirondackharvest.com 

For more information call 

Dani Baker at 482-3663. 

2012 Cornell Guide for Integrated Field Crop 
Management Books 
Submitted By: Mike Hunter (CCE Jefferson County) 

The Cornell Guide for Integrated Field Crop Management 

provides up-to-date field crop production and pest management 

information for New York State. It has been designed as a 

practical guide for field crop producers, crop consultants, 

pesticide dealers, and others who advise field crop producers. 

Crops included in this Guide include field corn, forages, small 

grains, and soybeans.  

 

Print copies are available through your local Cornell 

Cooperative Extension office for $23.  The online copy can be 

viewed at http://ipmguidelines.org/FieldCrops/ 
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Farm Food Safety Training With GAPs 
Register Now!  Space is Limited! 

January 4-5, 2012 

Registration/Coffee @ 8:30am, Program runs 9am-3:30pm both days 

Location: Livingston County Highway Facility 

4389 Gypsy Lane, Mt. Morris, NY 14510 

Cost: $100 for two days for one farm member, $20 per additional member for both days 

Includes: materials, lunch, and any other cost of the programs. 

 

**NOTE: This is a Three-Day Training, the third day is TBA. 

 

Pre-Registration is recommended by January 2, 2012 

[To register after this date, contact Craig Kahlke at (585) 735-5445.] 

 

Please send registration form and check payable to:  

ţCornell Cooperative ExtensionŤ  

Attn: Kim Hazel, 12690 NYS Rt. 31, Albion, NY 14411 

 

For more information or questions, contact: 

Craig Kahlke-Fruit Team- (585) 735-5448, or cjk37@cornell.edu 

or Robert Hadad-Vegetable Team- (585) 739-4065, or rgh26@cornell.edu 

Registration Form for the Mt. Morris Food Safety Training with GAPs-January 4-5, 2012 
 

Laptops are required for Day 2 (January 5) only; it is recommended you bring a computer-savvy 

person from your farm on this day. 

 

Check here if you need a laptop _____-there are loaners available.  A portable USB flash drive 

will be provided loaded with all necessary forms and information to continue to complete the 

food safety plan started at the training. 

 

Name(s): ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Business 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone: ______________________________ Fax: ____________________________________ 

 

Email:_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

SPACE IS LIMITED, SO MAIL YOUR FORM AND PAYMENT TODAY! 
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NNY Crops Management School  
NORTHERN NY DAIRY INSTITUTE  

Taught locally for dairy owners/

operators,  farm employees, 

students, & those interested in 

agricultural employment.  

Earn certificate of completion.  

Each participant who signs up for 

the entire course will receive a:  

      2012 Cornell Guide for Integrated            

      Field Crops Management  

Six weekly sessions, Noon -3:00 pm  

 

The Northern NY Dairy Institute is funded by the NY Center for Dairy Excellence and Cornell PRO -DAIRY.  

Other partners include Cornell Cooperative Extension and the W.H. Miner Institute.  

Four Locations Across NNY  
Course description:  This program is geared toward farm owners and employees that are directly 

involved in the management of crops on the farm.  It is designed for individuals that want to gain a 

better understanding of crop production principles and improve their farms cropping operation. 
 

Week 1: Nutrient Management   
              Soil Sampling and Interpretation, Fertilizer Math, Manure Management 
 

Week 2: Forage Management   
   Forage Species, Stand Establishment, Stand Maintenance, Forage Quality 
 
Week 3: Soil Management & Equipment  
               Tillage, Soil Compaction, Soil Health, Tractor Setup for Fieldwork, Equipment Calibration 
 

Week 4: Row Crop (Corn & Soybeans) Management  
   Variety Considerations, Planting, Harvesting 
 

Week 5: Pest Management, Part 1   
   IPM Principals, Scouting, Insect ID, Insect Management, Disease Management 
 

Week 6: Pest Management, Part 2  
     Weed ID, Weed Life Cycles, Sprayer Operation and Calibration 

Clinton/Essex Counties  

Class date: Tuesdays , Jan. 31şMar. 6  

Franklin County  

Class date: Wednesdays , Feb. 1şMar. 7  

St Lawrence County  

Class date: Thursdays , Feb. 2şMar. 8  

Jefferson/Lewis Counties  

Class date: Fridays , Feb. 3şMar. 9  

Registration  

Option 1:  All Six Weeks , $100  

(includes all materials)  

Option 2: Week 5 and/or Week 6  

($30 per week)  

Individually sign up for weeks 5 and/or 6 for NYS DEC 

Pesticide Credits and CCA Credits (3 credits per week)  

Registration Deadline is Jan. 20.  
 

Register at your local CCE office (see below).  

For more information and to register: 

Clinton/Essex: Anita Deming (518-962-4810)  

Franklin: Rick LeVitre (518-483-7403) 

St Lawrence: Brent Buchanan (315-379-9192)  

Jefferson/Lewis: Mike Hunter (315-788-8450)                           

                            Joe Lawrence (315-376-5270) 
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Our team at CCE in Lewis and Jefferson counties, by no 

coincidence, reflects the three separate but interconnected areas 

of a dairy farm; Dairy Herd Management, Farm Business 

Management, and Field Crops Management.  In our teams we 

each focus on one area while keeping an eye on the overall farm 

picture.   

 

What does your team look like?  Are you or someone on your 

team strong in all three areas of the farm?  Some have argued 

that in the past you could get by with ok performance in one 

area if you were really strong in 

another area.  Maybe that had some 

truth in the past but it doesnôt mean it 

was healthy for your business and, as 

margins continue to tighten, it is 

certainly not true today.  Today more 

than ever, striving to manage all 

three areas to the level of the one that 

is currently your strongest is critical.   

 

So as the title indicates (and as you 

might expect from the crops guy), I 

wanted to focus on the increasing 

importance of crop management on 

your dairy. 

 

I know these numbers wonôt fit each farm exactly but I am sure 

the trends ring true for most.  At a recent meeting, Dr. Larry 

Chase at Cornell presented the following facts and figures about 

dairy farming in NY over the last ten years based on data from 

NY Ag & Markets. 

 

Change happens, for better or worse (2000-2010).   

 

ñBetterò 

Average milk production is up 19%  

(2000 = 17530; 2010 = 20807 lbs./cow/yr.). 

 

Average corn silage yields are up 19%  

(2000= 16; 2010 = 19 tons/acre). 

Forage quality has improved (based on all samples 

analyzed by Dairy One Forage Lab). 

 

ñWorseò 

Feed cost, Corn Grain is up 47%  

(2000 = 177; 2010 = 260 $/ton) 

Feed cost, 16% Dairy Feed is up 38%  

(2000 = 176; 2010 = 242 $/ton) 

Milk Price roller coaster (Ignoring the in between years, 

milk price was actually 10% higher in 2010 when 

compared with 2000.) 

 

Other important factors (undoubtedly influenced by the trends 

shown above): 

Acres have shifted away from forages towards more grain 

production. 

Global demand for grain will continue to put pressure 

on land usage and grain prices. 

Many dairyôs are feeding higher forage diets, according to 

Dr. Chase: 

In 2000 rations were usually <50% forage; high forage 

herds were about 55% forage.   

Today most rations are 50-60% forage. High forage 

herds are 60-70% forage, and some herds are 70-80% 

forage and maintaining high milk production. 

According to Dr. Chase, that 19% increase in milk 

production equates to an 8% increase in dry matter intake 

(DMI, lbs./day) to feed the ladies.   

 

The Bottom Line 

Higher DMI per Cow x Higher % Forage in Ration  

= 30% more forages needed (tons DM/cow/year)   

Using these numbers (and assuming 25% shrink from field 

to feed manger) in 2000 we needed 4.4 tons of forage DM/

cow/year; in 2010 we need 5.7 tons of forage DM/cow/

year.  

 

All of this points toward the need to 

produce more forage with the same or 

lesser land resources 

per cow.  Scratch 

that, produce more 

higher quality forage 

with the same or 

lesser land resources 

per cow while 

minimizing losses in 

both quantity and 

quality between the 

field and the cows mouth. 

 

So how do we tackle this challenge of getting 

more from our land while battling increasing 

input cost (seed, pesticides, fuel, etc.)?  I think 

we can look at two areas; 1) management, 2) 

technical. 

Agronomy  

Role of Crops on a Dairy Farm 
By: Joe Lawrence, Agronomy Educator (Lewis County) 
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Management 

It is important to identify the person on the farm who will take 

control and be accountable for the cropping operation.  (Be 

open to the fact that it might not be you.)  It may be you, a 

business partner, or a key employee.  Also consider the 

valuable role an independent crop consultant can play as a 

member of your team.     

 

Technical 

Certainly some of the increases in yield will come with 

advances in technology (seed genetics, etc.) but these new 

technologies are only as good as the person managing them 

and even the best new technology cannot make up for 

shortfalls in the basic principles of producing crops.  Tom 

Kilcer, Advanced Ag Systems recently stated, ñBasics are not 

as much fun as the latest wow, gee wiz genetics, or additive. It 

is the fundamentals of farming that will keep you profitable as 

we move into times of variable economics and even more 

variable weather.ò 

A few basics that are often 

overlooked on the farm: 

Crop Rotations 

Soil pH 

Soil Compaction 

Fine tuning fertilizer and 

manure  

Core Acres - Matching crops 

with your land resources and 

feed needs 

Forage Management to 

minimize spoilage losses 

 

For More Information 

CCE staff are ready and able 

to work with your farm team 

to evaluate the current 

strengths and weaknesses of 

your cropping program and 

work on strategies for the 

future. 

See flyer for our new NNY Crop Management School on 

Page #6. 

Weed management is always a point of discussion.  Over the 

years technology has continued to offer us new and innovative 

options for dealing with crop pest, however, these pest have 

also proven that they can overcome these control options if we 

are not responsible in utilizing them.  Whether your farm is 

certified organic or not there have been more questions about 

non-chemical options for weed control.  Over the next three 

months we will print information compiled by Aaron Gabriel, 

Field Crops Educator, CCE Washington County.  Here is part 2 

of the 3-part series.  ï Joe Lawrence, Mike Hunter 

 

Management 
Peter Mertens (and father Klaas) at the NOFA workshop 

explained their weed control strategies in corn, which are pretty 

standard.  Their success is because they pay attention to little 

details and do a good job.  They prepare a good seedbed by 

shallow plowing and two passes of secondary tillage.  A 

ñcrumblerò follows their secondary tillage tool, rather than a 

roller type finisher. The crumbler leaves dry medium-size soil 

clumps/aggregates on the soil surface and the smaller granules 

settle underneath.  This leaves a coarse soil dry mulch on top, 

and nice seedbed conditions underneath.  Corn is planted with a 

starter fertilizer, to give it as much advantage as possible.  A tine 

weeder is run over the field before emergence.  Corn (and any 

crop) will be severely damaged by a tine weeder (or rotary hoe) 

if used at crop emergence.  A second tine weeding occurs at the 

four-leaf stage.   

 

You should cultivate when the weeds have germinated but 

barely emerged ï before their little root takes anchor.  This is 

called the white thread stage.  Once the weed is anchored, tine 

weeders (and rotary hoes) are much less effective.  Having luck 

with the weather is quite important to get the best timing. 

The two tine weedings are 

followed by two cultivations with 

a row crop cultivator before the 

weeds are one inch tall.  The 

smaller the weed, the easier it is 

to kill.  The last cultivation is as 

close to canopy closure as 

possible. 

 

Joe Hescock of Shoreham, 

Vermont shared some insightful 

practices that he uses for weed 

control in corn.  First, he stops 

spreading manure by August 14, 

the year before a field will be 

corn.  This prevents nutrients 

from creating a flush of annual 

weed seed germination.  Because 

he has clay soils, fields are fall 

plowed, then disced in late-May before early June planting.  

Planting in early June is a common practice to give the corn a 

fast start and jump on the weeds.  Planting at least 1 ½ inches or 

up to 2 ½ inches deep is critical, so the seedlings are anchored in 

and can tolerate cultivation.  Observation has taught Joe that 

weeds grow best in the wheel tracks.  In fluffy soil, germination 

is delayed and the weeds grow more slowly.  His planting tractor 

has skinny dual wheels 

set far apart (9 inches or 

so) for the corn is planted 

between them in fluffy 

soil.  End rows are not 

planted since they will 

inevitably be run over.  

He also tine weeds first, 

then uses a mid-mount 

row crop cultivator.  

Throwing soil into the 

row buries the delayed 

and slowly growing 

weeds. 

 

Managing Weeds without Herbicides: 
Many Little Hammers, Part 2 
Source: Aaron Gabriel, CCE Washington County 
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SAVE THE DATE- 

2012 NORTH COUNTRY CROP CONGRESS 

Carthage Elks Club ð February 15, 2012 
 

For Program Details: 
Look for information in February CCE Newsletters 

Contact Mike Hunter (788-8450) or  

                             Joe Lawrence (376-5270) 

Other Locations: 

Cantonð February 14, 2012 

Maloneð February 21, 2012 

Miner Inst.ð February 22, 2012 

NYS DEC Pesticide Recertification Credits and 

Certified Crop Advisor Credits will be available. 

 
Weed control involves looking at every step of crop production.  

Weeds grow best in wheel tracts. Spacing the dual tires far 

apart so the corn row runs between them and not planting end 

rows, prevents packing the soil within the crop row.   

 

Even crop emergence is important in order to cultivate your 

crop before and after emergence and have little crop damage.  

Plants emerging early will be harmed by the pre-emergent 

cultivation.  Plant emerging late will be damaged by the post 

emergent cultivation.  

 

For soybeans, Joe typically plows or chisels a field to prepare 

for planting and cultivates 30-inch rows of beans.  Weed control 

is better in cultivated wide rows of soybeans, than it is in 

uncultivated 7-inch rows and relying on the canopy to shade out 

weeds.  Joe will be experimenting by planting soybeans in mid-

June, into a rolled/crimped rye cover crop.  No other weed 

control will be provided.  Chuck Mohler has found in his 

experiments that not enough biomass grows in a rye cover crop 

here in New York to fully control weeds.  The weed pressure 

must be light.  With hand mulching plants, you need a 5 inch 

layer of loose straw settling down to 3 inches to form dense 

enough of a mat to control small-seeded weeds. 

NORTHERN NEW YORK FARMERôS  

MARKETING CO -OP 
RT. 26, LOWVILLE, NY 

 

NNY IS THE ONLY NEW YORK STATE  

LIVESTOCK  

MARKET OWNED AND OPERATED BY LOCAL  

FARMERS. 

 

AUCTION EVERY MONDAY AND THURSDAY AT 

2:00 P.M. CALVES FOLLOWED BY DAIRY, MISC. 

THEN BEEF. DAIRY CONSIGNMENT AUCTION 

SECOND WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH. COM-

PLETE FARM DISPERSAL SERVICE AVAILABLE 

ON YOUR FARM OR AT OUR AUCTION FACILITY. 

 

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR NEED TO  

ARRANGE TRUCKING TO NNY, THEN CONTACT  

THE MARKET. 

PRESIDENT:    MAX  MAKUCH  

VICE  

PRESIDENT:  DARRYL ROGGIE 

TREASURER:  PAUL WAITE  

SECRETARY:  MIKE SULLIVAN  

MARKET  

MANAGER  

& AUCTIONEER  

TED SIMMONS 

376-7441 

Let us help you balance your rations using 
Newton our state of the art dynamic energy 
and amino acid balancing dairy nutrition 
program.  
 
Contact your local Lewis & Jefferson Co.       
Dairy Nutrition Advisors:  
 
Steve Ledoux 315 -777-2304 
 
Fred Lundy 315 -521-1661 
  
Jay Horodnick 315 -778-3488 

 
Jennifer at Pierrepont Manor 315 -465-5311 
 

Shur ·Gain  

 
ñHelping you feed your bottom lineò 
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Over the next several decades the worldôs agricultural soils 

will have increasing demands placed on them. Global 

population is expected to reach 9 billion by 2050 and a 50% 

increase in global food demand is possible. Where will all the 

food come from? What soil management practices will best 

meet current and future needs for food, fuel, fiber, and feed? 

While advances in crop genetics, biotechnology, and crop 

management continue to fuel yield increases, economic and 

environmental factors will require that each acre farmed be 

more productive and efficient. 

 

 A recent article published by the SSSA discussed eight critical 

issues currently facing humanity (food, water, soil fertility, 

energy, global climate change, biodiversity, recycling, and 

global equity) and their inextricable link to soil science. To 

meet global food demands, new cropland must be brought into 

production and greater demands will be placed on existing 

cropland. Determining where and how land should be brought 

into production is a key question. Managing soils to maintain 

surface and ground water quality is also important as 

population continues to increase and more cropland is brought 

into production. Since achieving greater crop yields removes 

more nutrients from soil, soil organic matter management (e.g. 

crop rotation, manure/compost application, reduced tillage) 

will be critical for maintaining long-term fertility.  Capturing 

the full economic value of manure and other waste products 

will continue to be a key component of sustainable agriculture 

in the future, as will the need to utilize the latest technology to 

predict nutrient availability from soils and organic amendments 

to better synchronize nutrient release with crop uptake. 

 

Soils play an important potential role in mitigating global 

climate change because they can serve as a sink for carbon 

dioxide in the form of soil organic matter. Maintaining or 

increasing organic matter is the backbone of healthy soil and 

The Global Importance of Soils 
By: Eric Young; Source: Miner Institute Farm Report 

promotes carbon sequestration. Models suggest that 

agricultural practices could sequester up to 20% of carbon 

emissions annually. 

 

Soils are havens for biodiversity. While much of the 

biodiversity under our feet is yet unexplored, we know that 

invertebrate and microbial communities are the foundation of 

productive and resilient soil. Some consider soils one of 'the 

last great frontiers' for biodiversity research. 

 

One would think the myriad of benefits offered by soils would 

help with their proverbial 'image problem' (It's just dirt, right?). 

As the planet's demand for food, clean air, and water continue 

to grow, so too will our knowledge and appreciation of soils.  

"Essentially, all life depends upon the soil ... There can be no 

life without soil and no soil without life; they have evolved 

together." (Charles E. Kellogg, USDA Yearbook of 

Agriculture, 1938). 

 

References:  

Janzen, H.H., P.E. Fixen, A.J. Franzluebbers, J. Hattey, R.C. 

Izaurralde, Q.M. Ketterings, D.A. Lobb, and W.H. Schlesinger. 

2011.  Global prospects rooted in soil science.  Soil Science 

Society of America Journal 75:1-8. 

 

Janzen, H.H., P.E. Fixen, A.J. Franzluebbers, J. Hattey, R.C. 

Izaurralde, Q.M. Ketterings, D.A. Lobb, and W.H. Schlesinger. 

2011. "Eight critical issues facing humanity and how soil 

scientists can address them". CSA News magazine. Pg. 5-15. 

CSSA-SSSA-ASA. Madison, WI.  

 

https://www.agronomy.org/files/publications/csa-news/eight-

issues.pdf 

For Sale: 
· Hay, firewood, wood pellets, maple syrup. 

· Compact fluorescent light bulbs. 

· No till planting, chisel plowing, and sub-soiling. 

Landowners: 

· Dry out mud holes.  Break up deep, hard pans.  

· Double topsoil depth. Increase humus quickly. 

· As your soil gets richer, so do you. 
  

Ask us about Yeoman plows and key line methods. 

Call Agrotecy, Dean Yancey, at 376-4713. 

Northeast Dairy Producers Association (NEDPA) Conference ð The 

Northeast Dairy Producers Association (NEDPA) Conference 

is designed for producers and agriservice professionals to 

interact and relate to the latest thinking and issues in the dairy 

industry.  Next Conference: March 7-8, 2012.  http://

www.ansci.cornell.edu/prodairy/conferences.html (Current 

link only shows previous conference.) 

http://www.ansci.cornell.edu/prodairy/nedpa/index.html
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We all know what a challenging growing season 2011 was, and 

here in New York the spring grains were especially hard hit by 

excessive rains at planting and during early crop development. 

In October, the New York office of the National Agriculture 

Statistics Service reported 55,000 acres planted to oat in New 

York, only 34,000 acres harvested, and an average yield of 50 

bu/acre (down from 67 bu/acre reported last year). That all adds 

up to 1.7 million bushels of oats produced in New York this 

year ï down 56% from last yearôs reported production of almost 

3.9 million bushels. Figure 1 shows the last 15 years of oat 

yields in New York. Oat yields in 2011 were the lowest weôve 

seen in New York in 20 years ï in 1991 average state yield was 

also 50 bu/acre. 

This trend was not just a New York issue. Producers throughout 

the country experienced a variety of challenges with the 

growing season. In the U.S. as in New York, oat acreage 

planted was down and acreage harvested was down even more 

(Figures 2 and 3). Together with lower than average yields, 

these trends led to oat production that was down by quite a bit 

in 2011, both in New York and nationally, as shown in Figure 4 

 

The same conditions that reduced farmersô yields and thus 

production of oats also reduced yields for seed growers. As a 

result, the supply of oat seed for 2012 planting is very tight. 

Advice to any growers planning to seed oats this spring is to 

purchase your seed early! Supplies are likely to run out as we 

get closer to planting season, particularly for the best adapted 

and most productive varieties. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New York growers looking to choose the most productive oat 

varieties for our state will want to check out the spring grains 

performance summary in Table 1. This table shows the yield, 

test weight, and other performance characteristics of varieties 

tested in New York State over the past two to five years. The 

varieties are listed in order from those that have been tested the 

longest to those most recently entered into the testing program. 

For each trait, the number of years of data used to assess that 

trait is noted at the top of the table. The more years of 

evaluation, the more precise the data will be. The table 

includes only varieties that have been tested for at least two 

years in Cornell trials. All these spring oat varieties are good 

options for New York growers. 

 

The variety Corral looks like an excellent performer. It is a 

variety developed at the University of Illinois and identified 

through Cornell testing as very well adapted in New York. 

Corral has excellent yield, excellent test weight, and very good 

lodging resistance. It is resistant to barley yellow dwarf virus 

and smut. It is a light yellow hulled oat with average groat 

percentage. Seed of Corral will not be available for 

commercial planting until 2013, but it promises to be an 

outstanding oat variety for New York. 

Buy Your Oat Seed Early! Keep an Eye on 
Corral for 2013 
Source: Mark Sorrells, David Benscher, Alan Westra, Margaret Smith; 
Department of Plant Breeding and Genetics, Cornell University 


